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FACTS  ABOUT  FAIRBURY  .FARMSTEADS 
Fairbury,  Nebraska 


Official  Name:         Fairbury  Farmsteads. 

Location:  In  Jefferson  County,   southeast.  Nebraska,   3  miles  southeast  of 

the  City  of  Fairbury. 

Number  of  Units:  10  houses  with  outbuildings. 

History  of  Project:  The    Fairbury   Farmsteads   project    was    initiated   by  the 

Federal  Emergency  Relief  Administration  in  September' 
1934  through  the  Nebraska  Rural  Rehabilitation  Corporation 
as  an  agricultural  community.  The  management  of  the  pro- 
ject assets  were  transferred  to  the  Resettlement  Admin- 
istration in  the  Spring  of  1936. 

Purpose  of  the  Project:     This  project  was   initiated  to  make  possible   the  social 

and  economic  rehabilitation  of  10  families  from  the 
relief  rolls  of  Jefferson  County  by  providing  them  with 
modern  homes  and  the  opportunity  to  achieve  a  satisfactory 
standard  of  living  through  individual  and  cooperative 
agricultural  activities. 

Project  Description:  The    Fairbury    Farmsteads    project    was    constructed    on  a 

tract  of  162  acres,   which  has  been  divided   into  10  in- 
dividual   farming    units    averaging    8    acres    each    and  a 
cooperative    farming   area    of   about   75   acres.  Project 
families,    through   intensive  cultivation,    are  working  to 
produce    subsistence    and    salable    surplus    sufficient  to 
rehabilitate    themselves.       Tomatoes,    potatoes,  cabbage, 
sweet  potatoes,  wheat  and  mixed  garden  crops  are  raised. 
The   cooperative  wUl   produce   corn,    grain,    sorghum,  al- 
falfa, potatoes,  hogs,  poultry,  cattle  and  dairy  projects. 
Cooperative  enterprises,  in  addition  to  community  farming, 
will    include   cooperative   purchasing  and  marketing.  A 
plant  for  canning  surplus  garden  produce  has  been  built. 
Water  is  supplied  by  individual  wells,  equipped  with  hand 
pumps  and  a  community  irrigation  system  has  been  built. 
Outside    toilets   have   been   constructed   on   the  project. 
Although    the    houses    have    been    wired    for  electricity, 
power  has   not   yet   been  installed. 


House  Description:  Construction   work   on   the   Fairbury   Farmsteads   has  been 

completed  and  10  frame  houses  without  basement  or  modern 
plumbing  have  been  built.  Each  has  4  rooms  and  a  screened 
in  back  porch. 

The  Homesteaders:  Families  selected  for  occupancy  on  this  project  all  have 

low-income,  agricultural  backgrounds.  They  are  part  of 
that  group  in  rural  areas  which  was  caught  in  the  great 
economic  depression  and  in  practically  every  instance 
were  farm  laborers  or  tenants.  Some  of  the  men  on  the 
farmstead  have  specialized  in  poultry  raising,  truck 
gardening  or  like  occupations  and  have  been  of  great  as- 
sistance in  moulding  general  farmstead  activities.  In 
many  instances  farmsteaders  were  removed  from  submarginal 
areas  where  the  Land  Utilization  Division  had  established 
projects.    All  homesteaders  have  definite  farm  background. 
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